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Gearing up for the Championships
You will of course have already highlighted the dates 16-18 July in your diary, because that’s when you’re packing up horse, partner and other essential paraphernalia and heading off to Perth for the Championships. It doesn’t matter what class(es) you’re doing – you and your horse will have a wonderful weekend (and we do hope your partner does too, because if he/she isn’t crewing/looking after the kids/dogs, then Perth has got a lot to offer the visitor).

If you weren’t at the Championships last year and/or are in two minds about whether to come this year, the comments below might help make your mind up. They are typical of those posted on the forum after the 2009 Championships. 

· I took my new boy into the Novice 50km class today and had a fabulous ride! The route flowed beautifully and was very well marked! Lots of lovely grassy tracks and stunning scenery. Many thanks to all the organisers and helpers who must put in a tremendous effort to put on a spectacular event like this.

· Lovely tracks which we were lucky to get rain on so made the going good. Lovely views.

· I had such a lovely ride on the 2nd day, with time to notice and enjoy the ride - the 'mini cougar rock' on the top of Kinnoull Hill, being all 'Cathy and Heathcliff' on the misty moor to K, the lovely racetrack gallops, the beautiful track to St Martins, riding up the track to Dunsinnan House pretending I owned the place, the wonderful copper beech avenue to U.

· Wow, what a weekend! Huge thanks to Kev and Alison and all the helpers for all the work and effort put in to organising this magical weekend. The route and marking were superb and the whole atmosphere was fantastic.

· Fabulous to have the time to enjoy some great company and meet so many people. The venue was superb and the ride just lovely, really thought we were at the races at the end – exhilarating.

· The routes were just brilliant, those bits up on the moor are my favourite sort of riding: you feel like you're in the middle of nowhere.

· My thanks to all too for such a good weekend - really enjoyed riding two different 30k routes - the wild orchids in Deuchny wood were incredible!

· Huge thanks to the organisers of this year’s Champs, I can honestly say we had a ball. The venue was like a first class hotel with all our needs catered for.
So there you are. With classes ranging from Pleasure to 2-day 160kms (and this year for the first time a one-day 120km ER), you will definitely find something to suit you. And you can double the warm glow of satisfaction by offering to help one day as well – an event of this size needs a lot of helpers. See the Championships link from the SERC website (www.scottishendurance.com) for details.

You can also look smart and appropriately dressed whatever the weather by stocking up on some Championships branded clothing for yourself and your crew – again, see the link or go direct to http://www.freewebstore.org/Championships2010 
The Championships schedule should be out in May, with a closing date for entries in the second half of June – which gives plenty of time to get yourself and your horse fit enough for whatever you plan to do.

The Championships Committee has been working tirelessly on your behalf, taking on board any suggestions made about the ’09 Champs. You’ll find some changes to the venue layout to bring campers closer to the action (and to their corralled horses), and the vetting will be a little further away from the Start/Finish in case there are more enthusiastic racing finishes …

If you have any questions about any aspect of the Championships, do approach one of the Committee members listed below (every Branch is represented). They might not be able to give you an answer themselves but they can point you in the right direction.

Fiona Henderson (Chair, Highland); Lindsay Wilson (Health & Safety, Borders); Alison Seggie and Kevin Bazley (Route Organisers, Tayside); Constance Newbould (Treasurer, Lothians); Evelyn Frame (Merchandise and website, Lothians); Louise Inness (Catering, Borders); Janice Thomson (Grampian); Rhonda Brown (Secretary, Glasgow); Chris Farrow (Entries, Dumfries); Sheila Bruce (Helpers, Tayside); Jacqui MacMillan (Helpers, Tayside); Kate McIver (Sponsorship and Prizes, Highland); Jamie Craig (Results, Argyll); Alison Wilson (Publicity, Lothians); Gillian Rooney (was Galloway).
